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Call to Worship 
 

We come to worship, we come to hear: 
speak, Lord, your servants are listening. 
Despite the siren voices around us, we are here: 
speak, Lord, your servants are listening. 
In the Babel noise of our world, we come to hear You, O God: 
speak, Lord, your servants are listening. 

 

Prayers of Approach, Confession, and Grace 
 

We know, O God, that you search and know us, 
that no one, not even ourselves, knows us as well as you do; 
you discern our thoughts even when we are far away from you, 
you journey with us in our coming and going, our resting and our sleeping.  
You knit us together in the womb, 
and we praise you for your fearful and wonderful creation; 
a creation that includes even us! 

 
Yet we know, O God, that we try to flee from your Spirit, 
to block our ears when you speak. 
We prefer the noise of our world to the calm of your Breath. 
We try to take the wings of the morning 
and settle at the farthest reaches of the sea. 
We try to flee from you by making our bed in Hell, 
and yet you are there, waiting for us to turn back to you. 

 
Forgive us, O Holy One, when we turn from you, 
remind us of your loving kindness, and assure us, always, of the power of your love, 
found in weakness, defying even death, restoring us to wholeness.  Amen. 

 

Introduction 
 

We focus in this service on hearing God; the young Samuel didn’t understand the calls he 
was hearing in the night, the elderly, but ineffective, Eli did.  The Psalmist reminds us that 



we can never be out of God’s loving presence – even in the depths of darkness God’s light 
finds us and, in our Gospel, reading, Jesus’ call to be something of a controversialist 
becomes clear when he chides, and outsmarts, his critics who accuse him of letting his 
disciples break the Law.  So, we pray as we prepare to hear God speak to us through word, 
music, silence and bread and wine.   

 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Speak to us, O God, as we try to listen; 
through the daily routine and ritual of our lives – speak to us, 
through the humdrum and everyday – make yourself known, 
as we hear your word read and proclaimed, 
stir within us that we may hear, love, follow.  Amen. 

 

Readings   
 

1 Samuel 3:1-20 | Psalm 139 | St Mark 2:23-3:6 
 

All Age Activity 
 

Play a variety of sounds and ask people to guess what they are – have a mix of easy and 
difficult sounds – find a recording of a rabbi blowing a shofar for example to tax brains a 
bit!  If you have an AV system you could play the sound then after they’ve guess have a 
picture of whatever it was that made the sound.  The point is we have to listen to 
understand what the sound is just as Samuel had to listen to understand God in our OT 
story. 

 
Sermon Notes 
 

1 Samuel 3:1-20  Kindly but elderly Eli, slow on the uptake, but befuddled by sleep 
encourages innocent Samuel who hears but does not understand his call to announce 
God’s abandonment of the priestly ministry of Eli’s House.  Knowing the rest of the story 
we know that this is the start of Samuel’s own call and how he, as God’s spokesperson, 
made and broke monarchies.  The story attracts attention at different places in the 
Church’s history – will God abandon those who, in theory, speak His word?  Will the good 
be reward and the evil punished always?  God’s refusal to give up on God’s own people is 
reassuring but can disturb those of us who feel called to help lead those people?  What if 
we’re cast aside like kindly Eli’s house was? God’s call here is to Samuel, a boy who doesn’t 
understand much and this call is sharp, persistent and hard – he has to tell Eli that God’s 
favour has moved on as he colluded with his sons’ evildoing.  Samuel doesn’t seem to be 
making a career move; there’s no indication he knew what God had in mind for him.  We 
see deep truths about God’s work here – God doesn’t start with the rich and wise but the 
young and foolish.  God is persistent; He keeps waking up Samuel until Samuel, with 
guidance from the imperfect Eli, finally gets it.  Samuel’s response “here I am” is one of 
open handed acceptance to God’s sovereign will – a will that could be thwarted if Samuel 





work but really was probably just an absent-minded thing.  Jesus quoted an Old Testament 
story when David, in need, took the bread reserved as a gift for God and used it to feed 
himself and his men – probably a greater affront to religious sensibilities.  His healing on 



Intercessions 
 

We bring our prayers for the world, the Church and those we love to Most High, who 
hears us even as we long to hear God. 

 
Eternal One, 
we bring to you places of pain in our world, 
where your voice is drowned out by hate; 
where guns and missiles, tanks and soldiers, drones and bombs  
banish the cool whisper of your calm. 
Speak your peace, O God, in Gaza and the West Bank, in Israel, in Ukraine and Russia. 
We hear the hatred too, Most High, away from the battle field; 
in our political life here and around the world  
rhetoric is weaponised, diversity denied,  
and narrow identities trump the richness of our culture. 
Speak your peace, O God, to our political leaders and candidates, 
that public service will again be honourable. 

 
pause 

 
Risen Lord Jesus, 
we bring you the Church 
terrible as a mighty army with banners, 
yet suffering with neglect, bemused by cultural change,  
and living with self-imposed wounds. 
We pray for those who have been hurt by the Church, 
those abused by clergy and Christian institutions, 
and those denied a place at the table for how they love. 
We pray for those who lead the Church, 
charged with hearing and responding to your voice  
in a time and culture they don’t fully understand, 
that through the noise they hear your voice, and follow where you call. 

 
pause 

 
Most Holy Spirit, 
we pray for our culture, giving thanks for the rich diversity of our world, 
and for your work in stirring consciences to action. 
Help us listen for where you are at work – and then join in! 
We pray to, O Comforter,  for those we know and love who are in any kind of need… 

 
longer pause 

 
We join all our prayers together, O Most High, as we pray as Jesus taught saying, Our 
Father… 



Offertory  
 

Our response to God’s loving call always requires giving – of ourselves, of our talents, of 
our time and, of course, of our treasure.  The charities we support, the gifts we make the 
Church are signs of our everyday spirituality as important as food laws, ritual washing or 
times of prayer are in other faith traditions.  Through giving we sanctify even our finances.  
As our collection is brought up during the next hymn we remember, with thanksgiving the 
call that God gives to each of us to make life, bread, and beauty available to all.   

 
God of all that is good, we thank you for these gifts and all that you give us. 
Bless these gifts that we may use them wisely, 
help us always to hear your call to us 
that we may be the change our world needs. Amen. 

 

Communion Prayer  
 

May God be with you:     and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to our gracious God:  it is right to give thanks & praise. 

 
It is truly right to give you thanks, it is fitting that we offer you praise, Source of all 
mercy, faithful One. 

 
You sent Jesus Christ your Son among us as redeemer and Lord.  
He was moved with compassion for the poor and the powerless,  
for the sick and the sinner;  
he made himself neighbour to the oppressed.  
By his words and actions he proclaimed to the world that you care for us  
as a mother cares for her children. 
He taught us to listen for you in the simple things of life, 
and to respond to your call to follow. 
And so, with all the angels and saints we sing the joyful hymn of your praise: 

 
Sanctus (Tune: Scarborough Fair) 
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Holy, holy, holy the Lord, God of endless power and might; 

the earth, the heav’ns are full of your love. 
Sing hosanna! Glory to God! 

Blest is he, the one who is sent in the name of God the Most High. 
O holy, holy, holy our Lord! Sing hosanna! Glory to God! 

 
You are truly blessed, O God of holiness, 
you accompany us with love as we journey through life. 
Blessed too is your Son, Jesus,  







Hymn Suggestions 

 RS CH4 StF MP 
Sing for God’s Glory  172 116  
O God, you search me  and you know me. Ps 139  97 728 1343 

Sent by the Lord  250 672  

https://www.hopepublishing.com/find-hymns-hw/hw3282.aspx

