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The United Reformed Church

Signs and symptoms 
of abuse
Signs and symptoms of abuse can be broadly grouped into 
three areas:  
• physical indicators
• behavioural indicators

However, the observation of multiple signs and symptoms, together with explanations which are 
inconsistent or do not ‘ring true’, should give more cause for concern.  
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combine these different types of abuse.  

���� �'�H�¿�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V���X�V�H�G���L�Q���V�W�D�W�X�W�R�U�\���J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���R�U���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V

England: Children

• Physical abuse
• �6�H�[�X�D�O���D�E�X�V�H
• Emotional abuse
• Neglect.

England: Adults 

• Physical
• �6�H�[�X�D�O���D�E�X�V�H
• �3�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���D�E�X�V�H
• �1�H�J�O�H�F�W���D�Q�G���D�F�W�V���R�I���R�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q
• �)�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���R�U���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���D�E�X�V�H
• Domestic abuse
• Organisational abuse
• Self-neglect
• Modern slavery
• Discriminatory abuse.
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