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Love is Creative 
Genesis 1:1-31
http://bit.ly/40Hekk6

And love iséé. Let there be light! 
The first (probably priestly) account of Creation 
always reminds me of Mickey Mouse as the 
sorcerer’s apprentice in the film Fantasia. In  
my mind’s eye I see a figure standing in the 
middle of celestial fireworks, orchestrating  
the beginning of creation like a conductor  
of an orchestra bringing a creation into being  
from nothing. 

One of the things we often struggle with is the 
question, “Why did God bother at all? Why did 
the being who creates everything need to be 
bothered to bring such frustrating beings into 
existence? Certainly, if we read the soap opera 
we call the rest of Genesis, we aren’t painted 
in a particularly positive light. And that makes 
us sometimes feel a little less than wonderful 
about ourselves. 

But that would be to ignore what God has 
created in us. We are beings capable of 
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But sometimes there is a point to our whining. 

One reason may be fear. When we are afraid, 
we find all sorts of reasons not to go forward. 
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Love is surprising 
John 1:1-51
http://bit.ly/3nST4cN
(Note: the children’s session uses the reading 
from Luke 1:26-38) 

I recently ran a series of Bible studies about the 
early arguments about the nature of Jesus. The 
one that disturbed us the most was Docetism, 
the idea that Jesus only seemed to have a body 
and was not really incarnate (in flesh). Putting 
it rather simplistically, it suggested Jesus was 
some sort of spiritual hologram. The reason  
that disturbed us so much was summed up in 
the comment “So how would he know what it 
feels to be me?”. 
 
If we know Jesus laughed, cried, felt hungry, 
felt discouraged and even had the occasional 
sniffle it makes God far more approachable to 
us. It tells us that God knows what it is to be 
human. Logically, we know that of course  
God knows what it is to be human – she did 
create us after all – but sometimes  
it doesn’t feel like that. The illusion of  
a majestic unapproachable God is  
shattered in the incarnation. 
 
Similarly, Church can seem  
scarcely human. Too often, people  
see buildings and assume a chilly  
bunch of saints assemble there. Often,  
we shelter in them trying to create an 
unchanging sanctuary from a hostile  
world. This is your opportunity to  
shatter both illusions. Let yourself  
be a bit vulnerable and human  
this week. Share a bit of  
yourself. Be a bit like a  
Jesus with smelly feet  
and an infectious laugh.  
It might be the surprise that  
everyone needs. 
 

Things to ponder

 ● What reassurance do you need to be 
more vulnerable to everyone involved in 
this week?

 ● What blessings can you be this week and 
what blessings can you receive? 

 ● How can you embody the best of your 
church to those who have come this 
week? 

Prayer
Jesus, help me to be as vulnerable and human 
as you were. Work through me to continue the 
miracle of incarnation. 




