


 
O God eternal,  
with whom alone there is healing for our divisions;  
we confess and repent of all in our past disunity  
which sprang from pride and not from love of truth;  
all uncharitable thoughts, words and deeds  
which have hindered thy healing work;  
all individual failings and sins 



Reflection 
 

Questions 
 

• How does your congregation bear witness to and work for justice? 
• Where has the URC, and your local congregations, been part of calling out injustice? 
• How might your church better reflect Lindsey Sanderson’s idea that all are to be truly included 

in God’s household? 
 
Prayer 
 
Confronting and yet including God, 
through the leading of the Spirit 
prompt us to engage in the costly complex arguments of our day. 
Expand the boundaries of our comfort zones, 



Questions 
 

• Our forebears were very interested in how the Church was to be governed – bishops or 
councils, priest/minister or Elders/Church Meeting etc.  How important is the way we are 
governed to you?  Is this a vital aspect of our life together? 

• What might you change in the way your local church or the wider URC is governed? 
• If, as James Breslin suggests, the formation of the URC was the happy culmination in a 300 

year process, what should our task be now?  To seek further unions or to see our purpose as 
something different (if so, what?) 

• Each union has, paradoxically, caused pain and separation with a minority of congregations 
remaining out of the unions.  Has this further division, in the face of union, impaired our life 
and ministry? 

 
Prayer 
 
O God, we give thanks for those who down the ages have been moved to build and sustain our 
Church.  We remember with gratitude the worship, prayer, and witness of those whose efforts 
created the United Reformed Church. We give thanks  for those with gifts in hymnody and prayer 
who during these 50 years have enriched and encouraged the whole of Christ’s church. Amen. 
 
Hymn Writers 

The Rev’d Sue McCoan is a URC minister serving Ealing St Andrew’s and Wembley Park URCs 

The Rev’d Dr Colin Thompson is a retired URC minister living in Oxford. 

The Rev’d Dominic Grant is minister of St Andrew’s URC Chesterfield Road and Barnet Wood Street 
URC in Barnett, in London.   

Contributors 

The Revd Professor David Thompson is a non-stipendiary minister in Cambridge.  He was a 
Churches of Christ observer on the original Presbyterian-Congregational Joint Committee in 1963-72, 
President of the Churches of Christ Annual Conference in 1979-


