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Bible Reading 
Nehemiah 2:  God’s in this  
 
 
It was the month of Nisan. It was in the twentieth year King Artaxerxes was king. He wanted some 
wine. So I took some and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before. So the king 
said, “Why does your face look sad? You are not sick. Your heart must be sad.” 
Then I was very afraid. I said to the king, “May the king live forever! My face is sad because the city 
where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins. And its gates have been destroyed by fire.” 
Then the king said to me, “What do you want?” 
First I prayed to the God of heaven. Then I answered the king….. 
 
I went to Jerusalem and stayed there three days. Then at night I started out with a few men. I had not 
told anyone what God had caused me to do for Jerusalem. There were no animals with me except the 
one I was riding. 
 
Then I said to them, “You can see the trouble we have here. Jerusalem is a pile of ruins. And its gates 
have been burned. Come, let’s rebuild the wall of Jerusalem. Then we won’t be full of shame any 
longer.” 
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